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voted. Therefore we must praise the ef-
forts of the Iraqis, the U.S. civilian and 
military personnel, all those of our co-
alition partners and those of inter-
national organizations for planning 
and executing an electoral referendum 
in such a challenging environment. The 
United Nations chief electoral adviser 
in Iraq said: 

The process has gone so smoothly and well, 
from a technical point of view. 

The Vice Chairman of the Inter-
national Mission for Iraqi Elections, a 
coalition of electoral monitoring bod-
ies, praised the referendum for its legal 
framework, planning, and logistics. 
Now the world will await the final re-
sult, due hopefully later this week. The 
Independent Electoral Commission in 
Iraq is supervising this process and will 
announce an official tally after votes 
are counted at a central location over-
seen by the United Nations election ad-
visory team to ensure that inter-
national standards are being met. 

There are, no doubt, difficult days re-
maining ahead. Generals Abizaid and 
Casey told the Congress, the American 
people, and indeed the whole world, 
just that in appearances throughout 
the United States last month. Both 
men were confident that we are moving 
in the right direction. We saw that 
progress this Saturday and we salute 
them for their leadership and their par-
ticipation and their responsibility in 
achieving the results that came about 
on Saturday. 

If the constitution is ratified, Iraqis 
will vote again on December 15. This 
time they will vote for a permanent 
government to take office on December 
31. That leaves 60 days, basically, be-
tween now and December 15. It will be 
a very unusual period in the history of 
Iraq, in that many of those in this cur-
rent government, the interim govern-
ment, will be seeking office in that 
election. So we have to exercise a de-
gree of patience as we watch them, as 
they pursue their political campaigns 
at the same time they have official du-
ties to maintain a government and 
serve the needs of the people of Iraq— 
whether it is the power, whether it is 
the water, whether it is the security. 
All of those things must be maintained 
during this interregnum until the elec-
tion takes place. 

Then, following December 15 there is 
basically a 60-day period as established 
under the law that they have adopted. 
There is a 60-day period in which that 
government must replace the existing 
one and take the reins of authority and 
govern Iraq for a period of 4 years— 
truly a permanent government. 

As this political situation matures, 
so too will the Iraqi security forces, 
and I am confident we will see a con-
tinued strong pace to obtain the needed 
numbers of trained police, border secu-
rity, internal security, national guard, 
and a standing army to provide that 
nation with protection for its sov-
ereignty and internal protection from 
the insurgents. With an Iraqi perma-
nent government in place and steady 

progress in these security forces, I 
see—and I want to say with great cau-
tion—an opportunity, following the 
first of the year, to begin to review our 
present force structure and to consider 
such options as will hopefully be avail-
able to lessen the size of our overall 
troop presence. 

Watching Iraqis vote, we as Ameri-
cans should be especially proud of the 
contributions of those men and women 
who proudly wear the uniform of the 
United States. When I speak with them 
in Iraq, as I did weeks go on my sixth 
trip, and in Afghanistan, they know 
the importance of what they are doing. 

I would like to underline that. Indi-
vidually, they know and understand 
the importance of the mission which 
they, as members of the all-volunteer 
force of our military, have undertaken. 
Together with the commitments in 
support of their families back home, 
they are performing brilliantly in Iraq, 
Afghanistan, and all across the world, 
protecting the security of this Nation 
and the security of our principal allies. 

We will continue to demand from 
these people as we always have, but 
they are like generations before them, 
answering a call to duty to defend the 
values and freedoms we cherish. We 
wish them well. We wish the blessings 
of the Almighty on them and their 
families. We have taken heavy casual-
ties in this conflict, both in terms of 
lost lives and wounded. Not a day goes 
by that those who are privileged to 
serve in this Chamber do not have that 
foremost in their minds, as do most 
Americans. 

I yield the floor. I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The Journal clerk proceeded to call 
the roll. 

Mr. BOND. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the order for the 
quorum call be dispensed with. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning 
business is closed. 

f 

TRANSPORTATION, TREASURY, 
HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOP-
MENT, THE JUDICIARY, THE DIS-
TRICT OF COLUMBIA, AND INDE-
PENDENT AGENCIES APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2006 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of H.R. 3058, which 
the clerk will report. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

A bill (H.R. 3058) making appropriations 
for the Department of Transportation, 
Treasury, and Housing and Urban Develop-
ment, the Judiciary, the District of Colum-
bia, and independent agencies for the fiscal 
year ending September 30, 2006, and for other 
purposes. 

Pending: 
Kennedy modified amendment No. 2063, to 

provide for an increase in the Federal min-
imum wage. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Missouri. 

Mr. BOND. Mr. President, I thank the 
Chair. I note that my partner and co-
manager of the bill, the Senator from 
Washington, and I are here and ready 
to do business. We were ready to do 
business yesterday. We had one rollcall 
vote. There were more than 40 amend-
ments filed yesterday. I know there are 
many others who have or are thinking 
about amendments. But we have 
enough work to do now if Members will 
come forward and offer their amend-
ments that are filed or talk with us to 
see if they can be accepted. 

We would like very much to move 
forward on this bill today, and perhaps 
complete work on it by 8 o’clock to-
night when the baseball game is on tel-
evision. But hope springs eternal. We 
would love to see Members come for-
ward. I think more are ready to go. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the pending amendment be 
set aside. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

AMENDMENT NO. 2113 

Mr. BOND. Mr. President, I send an 
amendment to the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

The Senator from Missouri [Mr. BOND] pro-
poses an amendment numbered 2113. 

Mr. BOND. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that reading of the 
amendment be dispensed with. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The amendment is as follows: 
(Purpose: Limits the availability of funds 

under this Act for use in paying for emi-
nent domain activities) 

Insert the following on page 348, after line 
5, and renumber accordingly: 

‘‘SEC. 321. No funds in this Act may be used 
to support any federal, state, or local 
projects that seek to use the power of emi-
nent domain, unless eminent domain is em-
ployed only for a public use: Provided, That 
for purposes of this section, public use shall 
not be construed to include economic devel-
opment that primarily benefits private enti-
ties: Provided further, That any use of funds 
for mass transit, railroad, airport, seaport or 
highway projects as well as utility projects 
which benefit or serve the general public (in-
cluding energy-related, communication-re-
lated, water-related and wastewater-related 
infrastructure), other structures designated 
for use by the general public or which have 
other common-carrier or public-utility func-
tions that serve the general public and are 
subject to regulation and oversight by the 
government, and projects for the removal of 
blight (including areas identified by units of 
local government for recovery from natural 
disasters) or brownfields as defined in the 
Small Business Liability Relief and 
Brownfields Revitalization Act (Pub. Law 
107–118) shall be considered a public use for 
purposes of eminent domain: Provided fur-
ther, That the Government Accountability 
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